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John Milton

ke M lir

John Milton (9 December
1608 — 8 November 1674) was an
English

poet, polemicist, a
scholarly man of letters, and a civil
servant for the Commonwealth
(republic) of England under Oliver
Cromwell. He wrote at a time of
religious flux and  political
upheaval, and is best known for
his epic poem Paradise Lost.
Milton's poetry and prose
reflect deep personal convictions,
a passion for freedom and self
determination, and the urgent
issues and political turbulence of

his day. Writing in English, Latin,

and Italian, he achieved
international renown within his
lifetime, and his celebrated
Areopagitica, (written in

condemnation of pre-publication
censorship) is among history's
most influential and impassioned
defenses of free speech and

freedom of the press.
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Milton's poetry was slow to see
the light of day, at least under his
name. His first published poem was
On Shakespear (1630), anonymously
included in the Second Folio edition
of Shakespeare. In the midst of the
excitement attending the possibility of
establishing a new English
government, Milton collected his
work in 1645 Poems. The
anonymous edition of Comus was
1637, and the

publication of Lycidas in 1638 in

published in

Justa Edouardo King Naufrago was
signed J. M. Otherwise the 1645
collection was the only poetry of his
to see print, until Paradise Lost

appeared in 1667.
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Ragging is an offence. Any student found
guilty of ragging will be dismissed from the
college. Whoever directly or indirectly
commits, participates in, abets or propagates
ragging within or outside the educational
shall  be with

imprisonment for a term which may extend to

institution, punished
two years and shall also be liable to a fine
which may extend to ten thousand rupees. (Act,
1997)

The students are requested to keep
our campus ragging free.
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Toru Dutt

A. Pandiyarajan, 11" B.A English
Toru Dutt (March 4, 1856 -
August 30, 1877) was an Indian poet
who wrote in English and French,
and made a mark in literature in spite

of her premature death.

She remained in Calcutta till
November 1869, after which she and
her sister Aru traveled to France,
Italy and then England. She went to a
school in France for the first time of
her life and had an intimacy with

French during that period.

After  publication of several
translations and literary discussions,
she published a Sheaf Gleaned in
French Fields, a volume of French
poems she had translated into
English, with Saptahiksambad Press
of Bhowanipore, India in 1876. Eight
of the poems had been translated by
her elder sister Aru. This volume
came to the attention of Edmund
Gosse in 1877, who reviewed it quite

favorably in the Examiner that year.
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Sheaf would see a second Indian
edition in 1878 and a third edition
by Kegan Paul of London in 1880,
but Dutt lived to see neither of
these triumphs. she wrote many

poems for the rank and the file.

At the time of her death, she
left behind two unpublished
novels— Le Journal de
Mademoiselle d’Arvers (thought to
be the first novel in French by an
Indian writer) and Bianca, or the
Young Spanish Maiden (thought
to be the first novel in English by
an Indian woman writer)—in
addition to an unfinished volume
of original poems in English,
Ancient Ballads and Legends of
Hindustan. Her father, Govin
Chunder Dutt, ensured that these
works  would be  published
posthumously: Bianca in
Calcutta’s Bengal Magazine
(1878), Le Journal by Didier of
Paris (1879), and Ancient Ballads
with Kegan Paul (1882).

Prithwindra Mukherjee trans

lated her famous novel Le Journal
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into Bengali, serialised it in the
monthly Basumati, before bringing it
out in a book form in 1956, with a
foreword by Premendra Mitra. Once
again, Prithwindra Mukherjee
serialised its English translation in
1963, in the lllustrated Weekly of
India with line drawings by Mario. Her
Ballads was a

Ancient great

beginning in Indo-Anglian writing.

You see how cheap the life of an
Indian is in the eyes of an English
judge. She wrote to her friend
about another case in which some
soldiers had killed nine Ben-galis,
and wounded seven, and
mentioned several other instances
of brutality. Toru was against the
extravagance of the people during

the visit of the Prince of Wales,

She also knew

German.

Though a British
by up-bringing, she
was a harsh critic of
the behavior of the
British

Indians. As a diligent

towards

and critical of the
grand fireworks
displayed in  his
honor in the Calcutta

Maidan.

Remembering  how
9000 was spent on

fireworks when the

reader of newspa-
pers, she was aware of all the cases
of injustice reported daily, and they
filed her with bitterness against the
British. There was the case of a
person who was sentenced to three
weeks of hard labour because he
had defended himself when attacked
by some dogs owned by an

Englishman. Enraged, Toru wrote:
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Duke of Edinburgh
came to India in 1869, she
guestioned, Was it not literally
converting money to smoke? She
disapproved pomp, extravagance,
waste and feudal ways. Time was
running short for Toru Dutt and
the same disease that had taken
her brother and sister attacked

Toru, and she knew that she too
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had to yield to pitiless tyrant. Though
she died at a very young age, she
had left a deep mark in English
literature. She is called the Keats of
the Indo-English literature as she
died at a very young age of
consumption like him and for both of
them the end came slow and sad.
Had she lived longer her contribution
to literature would have been never
ending. Critics describe her as the
fragile blossom that withered so fast.
The well-known poet and novelist
Andre Theuriet showered much
praise on A Sheaf Gleaned in French
Field. Her last poem AMon Pere is
praised worldwide and is considered

faultless.

She was in a hurry to put in as
much work as possible, to project
and interpret India s past and
glorious tradition to the English-
speaking world. She was proud of
her Indian tradition. She was proud of
India s cultural heritage, folklores,
myths and legends, and its rich
classical literature. Though English

by education, she was an Indian

[ ]
* ‘allpwel 1015 BSP 21

through and through. E.J.
Thompson wrote about her, Toru
Dutt remains one of the most
astonishing women that ever lived
fiery and unconquerable of soul.
These poems are sufficient to
place Toru Dutt in the small class
of women who have written

English verse that can stand.

It was after Toru Dutt’s death in
1877 that her father discovered
the manuscripts of her writings,
among which was ANCIENT
BALLADS. He arranged to publish
her works supplying the missing
links-an act of homage of one

poet to another while being a
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poignant testimony of fatherly love.
Toru Dutt, a prodigy a comparison
with Keats in tempting has been
described as a PHENOMENON
WITHOUT PARALLEL being so
erudite in the literature of both the
East and West. Fisher comments
that this child of the green valley of
the Ganges has by sheer force of
native genius earned for her self the
right to be enrolled in the great
fellowship of English poets. What is
most remarkable in one so young is
the motive realisation that East and
West are not two antithetical entities
and a commingling was not only
possible but also most fruitful for
creative art. In this awareness, she
can be regarded as one of the
forerunners of the poetic renaissance
in India. Though Toru Dutt loved
English and French and had
embraced Christianity with other
members of her family, sub-
consciously she felt drawn towards

her country and its rich heritage.

Her European education did not

have the adverse effect of alienating
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her from her roots-on the other
hand she returned to it with fresh
insights. While Gosse sees her A
SHEAF GLEANED IN FRENCH
FIELDS as imperfect though
interesting is his prediction that-
her English poems will be
ultimately found to constitute Toru
s chief legacy of posterity-has
come true. The ballads The
Ancient Ballads and Legends of
Hidustan form the LAST AND
MOST MATURED OF HER
COUNTINGS. The ballads are
essentially Indian in genre and
outlook and are the poetical
attempts to reveal her return to
her land. In them are enshrined
what she had learnt of her country
from books and from her people.
She did not anglicise her ideas but
kept close to the ethical values of
the original tales while her
understanding of modern life and
dedication to craft has helped her
to make these ideas of yore

relevant to poterity.

3
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Aluminium chloride

(AICI3)

S. Abirami,
11" B.Sc. Chemistry

Aluminium chloride (AICI3) is the
main compound of aluminium and
chlorine. It is white, but samples are
often  contaminated  with  iron
trichloride, giving it a yellow colour.
The solid has a low melting and
boiling point. It is mainly produced
and consumed in the production of
aluminium metal, but large amounts
are also used in other areas of
chemical industry. The compound is
often cited as a Lewis acid. It is an
example of an inorganic compound
that "cracks" at mild temperature,
reversibly changing from a polymer
to a molecule.
Structure

AICI;  adopts three different
structures, depending on the
temperature and the state (solid,
liquid, gas). Solid AICl; is a sheet-like
layered cubic close packed layers. In

this framework, the Al centres exhibit
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octahedral coordination geometry.
In the melt, aluminium trichloride
exists as the dimer Al,Clg, with
tetracoordinate aluminium. This
change in structure is related to
the lower density of the liquid
phase (1.78g/cm®) vs solid
aluminium trichloride (2.48 g/cm®).
Al,Clg dimers are also found in
the vapour phase. At higher
temperatures, the Al,Clg dimers
dissociate into trigonal planar
AICI3, which is  structurally
analogous to BFs;. The melt
conducts electricity poorly, unlike
more ionic halides such as sodium
chloride.
Reactions

Anhydrous aluminium chloride is
a powerful Lewis acid, capable of
forming Lewis acid-base adducts
with even weak Lewis bases such
as benzophenone and mesitylene.
It forms tetrachloroaluminate
AICl," in the presence of chloride
ions.

Aluminium chloride reacts with

calcium and magnesium hydrides
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in tetrahydrofuran forming tetrahy
droaluminates:
Reactions with water

Aluminium chloride is
hygroscopic, having a very high
affinity for water. It fumes in moist air
and hisses when mixed with liquid
water as the CI ions are displaced
with H,O molecules in the lattice to
form the hexahydrate AICI;-6H,0
(also white to yellowish in color). The
anhydrous phase cannot be regained
on heating as HCI is lost leaving
aluminium hydroxide or alumina
(aluminium oxide):

Al(H,0)6Cl; — AI(OH); + 3 HCI +

3 H,0
On strong heating (~400°C), the
aluminium oxide is formed from the
aluminium hydroxide via:

2 Al(OH)3 — A|203 +3 Hzo
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Aqueous solutions of AICI; are
ionic and thus conduct electricity
well. Such solutions are found to
be acidic, indicative of partial
hydrolysis of the AI*" ion. The
reactions can be described
(simplified) as:

[AI(H20)6]”" = [A(OH)(H20)s]"" +
o

Aqueous solutions  behave
similarly to other aluminium salts
containing hydrated AP®" ions,
giving a gelatinous precipitate of
aluminium hydroxide upon
reaction with sodium hydroxide:
AICl; + 3 NaOH — AI(OH); +
3NacCl
Precautions

Anhydrous AICl,

vigorously with water and bases,

reacts
so suitable precautions are
required. Hydrated salts are less
problematic. It can cause irritation
to the eyes, skin, and the
respiratory system if inhaled or on

contact.
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