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@enicillin production (19413)

In 1938, Howard Florey (1898-1968)
and Ernst chain (1906-1979), two

pathologists working at the university

of Oxford. Read a paper published
nine years earlier about a substance
called penicillin.
Its author Alexander  Fleming
recounted how spores of the mold
penicillium notatum had entered his
bacterial culture dishes and killed
some of the bacteria.
Florey and chain recognized the
significance of Fleming’s observation
and obtained a culture of the original
mold.

Initially they encountered difficult in
obtaining enough penicillin  but
Norman heatby a bio chemist on the
team, devised ways of isolating
penicillin without destroying it.

By D-day

penicillin was available to allow

in june 1944 enough

unlimited treatment of allied troops.
In 1945 Florey chain and Fleming

shared the noble prize. In his noble

10

address, Fleming presciently predicted
the problem of antibiotic resistance.
M.Marufa
111 B.Sc.,Chemistry
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