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Sonia was a little girl. She lived in Russia. Her mother was dead and her
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father was married again to a women called Nadia. Sonia lived with them.
Nadia did not like Sonia. She made the little Girl work very hard and she did
not give her much food. She did not want Sonia to live with them.

One day Nadia said to Sonia, ‘We are having a feast and I want some
flowers. Go into the forest and get men some flowers’. ‘But it is December!’
said Sonia, ‘There are no flowers in December.

Russia is very cold country and from November March there is no flower.
They have all died. The trees have no leaves and there is no fruit Andy
where. In March the Sun is warmer and the flowers come again. But Nadia
laughed at Sonia. ‘I want some flowers’ she said, ‘Go into the forest and look
for some. Do not come back if you cannot find any flowers you can sky in
the forest and the wolves will kill you.

Sonia was very sad. She was also very much afraid. ‘I can’t find any
flowers in December’. She said sadly ‘I shall die in the cold, or the wolves
will kill me. ‘She walked a long way in the forest. In the evening, when it
was dark and cold, Sonia saw some men sitting by a fire. She want to speak
to them. ‘I am very cold. She said, Please can I sit by your fire and get
warm. There are twelve men sitting by the fire. One was very old. His hair
was white. He looked like a king. “Who are you? He said to Sonia.

Sonia told him that she had been sent to the forest by Nadia and her want’s
some flowers’ said Sonia. But where can I find any flowers in December?’
The old man put his cold hand on her hand. ‘I am king December, ‘she said
and these other men are the months. We will help you. The king spoke to a
young man with black hair and laughing eyes. ‘Come brother march’. She
said to the young man. ‘Sit in my place’.

March get up and sat in December’s place. At once Sonia was warmer, she
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saw the green leaves on the trees, and she looked down. There were some
beautiful flowers near her feet. ‘Take the flower to Nadia, little Sonia, ‘said
March. Sonia took them, and then December changed places with March
and everything was cold again. Sonia went home and gave the flowers to
Nadia. ‘Where did you get them? Asked Nadia, But Sonia did not tell her.
The next day Nadia said to Sonia, ‘I want some nice fruit. Go to the forest
and get me some, and do not come back if you can’t find any. ‘Sonia cannot
find any fruit in December! Thought Nadia. She will die in the forest and
the wolves will sat her’.

Sonia ran into the forest. It was very dark and cold. She saw them sitting by
the fire. ‘Please, can I sit by your fire and get warm? Sonia said to King
December, and then she told him that Nadia wanted some fruit. Where can |
find fruit in December? ‘She said, the king spoke to a young man with blue
eyes and a laughing month. ‘Come Brother June, ‘he said to the young man.
Sit in my place.

June got up and sat in December’s place. At once Sonia was hot. She saw
flower and fruit everywhere and the birds sang in the trees. ‘Take some
fruits to Nadia said June. Sonia took some and then December changed
places with june and everything was cold again. Sonia went home and gave
the fruit to Nadia. ‘Where did you get it? Said Nadia. But Sonia did not tell
her.

The next morning Nadia thought, ‘I will go in the forest and find some
flowers & fruits. | can find it if Sonia can. ‘Nadia went into the forest, she
walked long way looking for flowers & fruits. Then she saw the twelve
months sitting by the fire. ‘What are you looking for’ said king December to
her. But Nadia did not speak to him nicely. ‘Go away, you foolish old Man!
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She said.

King December put his cool hand on Nadia’s Head and she fell down on the
ground. She was very cold and she could not get up again She got colder and
colder and at last she died. No one ever found her. Sonia and her father
looked everywhere in the forest but did not find Nadia and Sonia did not see
the twelve months. They had helped her and she always remembered them.
When there were green leaves on the trees again and the flowers come, Sonia
looked out of her window and said, “Good morning brother March. | am
glad you have remembered to come to Russia!

J.Sarmila, 11 BA English.
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